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Learning Opportunity

Whatever your opinion regarding diploma examinations, they serve to assist in communicating expected standards for
achievement of courses for which there are exams and they are a reality for Alberta students.

The strategies for best preparing students for the Diploma Exams are not exclusive from the strategies for student academic
success at the school level, and strategies for success in the world after high school.

These sessions will focus on creating a better understanding of diploma examinations, how to develop appropriate school-
based assessments, and how to interpret the results of both school-based and provincial assessments to improve teaching
strategies and ultimately, student achievement.

Participants need to be prepared to assess their own teaching and assessments strategies with the goal of making the
educational experience better both for themselves and their students.

Presenters

Tim Coates is currently an educational consultant, and a sessional lecturer at the University of Alberta. Tim served as the
director of the Diploma Examinations Branch at Alberta Education after serving as a Diploma Examination manager. During
his time at Alberta Education, he also developed high-school social studies curriculum, and was the Director of the
Classroom Assessment Capacity initiative. Tim has presented across Alberta in the United States, Mexico, and China.
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